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OF OHIO Through Informed Policy Decisions

Health I nformation Exchange in Ohio

To help address rising health care costs while improving quality of patient care, the federal
government and others are pushing for the effective adoption of health information technology in
the health care system. Several regional efforts are already underway or emerging in Ohio
focusing on health information exchange (HIE).

To enhance these and forthcoming efforts, the Health Policy Institute of Ohio (HPIO) and the
Health Information Community of Ohio Steering Committee invite you to participate in the Ohio
Health Information Technology Initiative (OHHIT).

One component of OHHIT seeksto create an Ohio Health Information Strategic Plan (OHISP) as
aroadmap with policy options for the promotion of the effective adoption of health information
technology and exchange of health information. A second component is the Health Information
Privacy and Security Collaboration (HISPC) related to exchange of health information.

We invite you to collaborate with other people from awide array of stakeholder groups,
including hospitals, health plans, physicians, pharmacy, behavioral health, long term care,
nursing, quality improvement, health information exchange, consumers, and government.

Together we will:
Identify opportunities and challenges to the effective adoption of health information
technology and exchange of health information in Ohio
Develop possible public and private sector policy solutions to address those
opportunities and challenges

There are severa opportunities for you to contribute, including:
Participate in any of 19 issue-specific half-day meetings being held in August. For each
topic area, participants will identify their vision for the role of health information
technology and exchange, develop a business case for pursuing that vision, identify
barriers to adoption of health information technology and exchange of health information,
and identify solutions to address those barriers

Membership in one of the following four working groups developing required reports for
the HISPC project:

Variations Working Group

Lega Working Group

Solutions Working Group
Implementation Plan Working Group



Review and provide comments on any or al of the 18 scenarios of the HISPC project

Review and provide comments on any draft reports from the working groups for HISPC
or the strategic plan for OHISP

Share thoughts on issues related to adoption of health information technology or
exchange of health information with the HISPC project team

Attend the annual HPIO-sponsored Ohio health information technology meeting

Attend any of the Fall regional meetings to discuss the HISPC and OHISP projects

The project requires the state-level individuals and organizations participating on this project to
focus their assessment of organization-level business policies and state laws on the nine (9)
privacy and security domains, using eighteen (18) scenarios created by the contractor overseeing
the project. The scenarios are still under development. The nine required domains to assess are:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

User and entity authentication to verify that a person or entity seeking access to electronic
personal health information is who they claim to be

Information authorization and access controls to alow access to only people or software
programs that have been granted access rights to electronic persona health information

Patient and provider identification to match identities across multiple information
systems and locate electronic personal health information across enterprises

Information transmission security or exchange protocols (encryption, etc.) for
information that is being exchange over an electronic communications network

Information protections so that electronic persona health information cannot be
improperly modified

Information audits that record and monitor the activity of health information systems

Administrative or physical security safeguards required to implement acomprehensive
security platform for health IT

State law restrictions about information types and classes, and the solutions by which
electronic persona health information can be viewed and exchanged

Information use and disclosure policies that arise as health care entities share clinical
health information electronically

More detailed information about the OHHIT project overall or the HISPC initiative in particular,
aswell as a caendar of upcoming events are available at http://hispc.pbwiki.com.
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